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Dr. HENRY SACHEVERELL, Oc. 
S T R, „ . a 
Am now become ſenſible of the immenſe Diffe- 
rence there is between pleading at an earthly 
Bar, tho' before never ſo auguſt an Aſſembly, 
upon the view of Intereſt and Preſerment, and he- 
ing call'd my ſelf to hold up my Hand as a Criminal, 
before that great Tribunal, where the ſupreme Judge 
ſits without a Jury, or Aſſociates; where no Corrup- 
tion can take Place, no Partiality prevail, nor any 
Artful Speeches of ſubtle Lawyers be ſo much a? 
heard; where there cannot be the leaſt deviating 
from Juſtice, any otherwiſe than as it inclines to 
3 Mercy 


£4) i 


Mercy, and where che Judgment once given is irre- 


vocable, not for a Fine, or Mulct, not for a Tempo- 


ral Puniſhment, nor corporal Death, but for an E- 


ternity of Bliſs, or Miſery, to an immortal Soul. Had 


my Youth been ſpent in ſtudying and fulfilling the 
Laws of this Sovereign Court, as would have become 
the Son of ſuch a Father, with how much Sedateneſs, 
and Serenity might I have now expected the dreadful 
Hour, which zvould have been then earneſtly wifh'd 
far, had alf che Actions of my Life tended to that 


d ſor which 1 was created, and could have faid 


with St. Paul, I have fought a good Fight, I have fi- 
niſbed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. Hence forth 


there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 


the righteous Lord ſhall give me at that Day, 2 Tim. 4. 
7. Byr ſo far have 1 been from this happy Courſe, 
as to be now deſervedly ſtruck with Horror and A- 
mazement at the Approach of this unavoidable Mo- 


ment: For, according to the tame Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 


6.4. J was proud, knowing nothing, but doting upon 


Queſt ions, and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 


Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſmgs, perverſe diſputings of 


Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, ſup- 


poſing that Gain is Godlineſs, How Prophetically have 
been characteris'd in theſe Words: My Pride hur- 
ried me on to eſpoule any Party, and to manage any 
Cauſe, without the leaſt Repard to Juliice; provided 


it wanted not the Bait of lutereſt or Preferment. 1 
thought my {elf deeply knowing, in that I could 
wrelt the Laws to ſerve my Turn, without regard- 


ing whether ir tended to oppreſs the Innocent, or 
clear the Guilty; and now, I wiſh ic be not too late, 


am convinc'd I knew nothing, ſince I wanted that 
true Knowledge which would have been my Comfort 
at this Time of Diſtreſs. Doting upon Queſtions 
and Strifes of Words, was my greateit Qualification 


ro 
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| FR 1 
to pick Venome out of the ſweeteſt Flowers, and 
alliate the moſt deſtructive Poiſon with the Orna- 
ments of Rhetorick and Eloquence. In ſhort, 1 
thought there was no ſuch Godlineſs as Gain, for 
making my (elf my own Idol, all my Worſhip and 
Adoration terminated there, and Avarice and Am- 
birion being the darling Paſſions: of this worle than 
| Heathen Deity, I concluded nothing could be evil, 
or unlawful, which tended to the ſatisfying of thoſe * 
unſatiable Monſters, 2 5 5 


You will wonder, Sir, to obſerve fo great a 
Change in me; and thoſe who were acquainted with 
my Life and Character, will cry out, this is pot my 
Stile, my Genius lay not this Way, and fo far they 
will be in the Right, that it was not the Language 
of me living, but is the Senſe and Expreſſion of me, 
if I may be call'd the ſame, dying. Yet muſt not 
forget my ſelf, and ler flip that precious Time, 
which once gone, can never be recall'd. This ſhort 
Space Providence has allow'd me, is doubtleſs a moſt 
ſingular Effect of divine Mercy, that 1 may not only 
repent for the Evils I have done, but as far as in me 
lyes make due Reparation to thoſe I have wrong'd. 
This Sir, is the Caule of my preſent Application to 
you, whom 1 have perſecured with ſo much Viru- 
lency, that I much doubt whether this late 'Ac- 
knowledgment, can be a ſufficient Attonement for 
{o heinous an Offence. It is hard to decide, whe- 
ther I ſhould accuſe my ſelf of Malic: in that Acti- 
on, ſince there is no Sin or Iniquity without ſome 
Artaint of jr, and yet this I can fafely declare, that 
[ had none againſt your Perſon. The Vanity of ex- 
erring my Parts, and a woit ardent defire of Prefer- 
ment were the Motives that ſway'd me, and thoſe _ 
you know are ſuch as move Men to tacrifice their 
l | a3: de are 
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deareſt Friends, or or. N Relations. - Nothing. 


ſeemd to me unfit for Pr rgQice,. if o might gain 
the Favour of thoſe Yom 1.9 ſaw able to anſwer my 
Ayafice and . This is {6 far from being 2 
Vindication, that it rather aggravates my Guilt, and 
yet how. few are thoſe that can reſiſt rwo ſuch powe. 
orful Temprations. Juvenal in his 10th Satyr, very 
well obſerves how rare it is for Mortals to be virtuous | 
far Virtues fake. „ 3 


4 : 14. 


Quis en enim virtii 4 erase glam, 
e ret 12 


een 


441 146 1 


Vou will not wonder I ſhould cilore; a poet at this . 
Time, if vou reflect what excellent Inſtructions - 
there are in, them, were the true uſe made of their 
Doctrine; ſince a few Lines after the ſame. Saty- 
rift tells us, it is only Death that ſhows how 1 incon⸗ 
e we . high he lays, © | 


ae 5 — ſola faterur 
* Ouqmals fin ut bominum Corpuſents. — 


taht if 1 may be allow'd once more to cite him, | 
none more plainly ſhows that Grandeur leads to all 
Wickedneſs, either in order to attain, or to ſupport 
it, in theſe Words of his 14th Satyr. 


Ad ſeelns, atque nefas quodcunque eſt, purpura ducit. 


It is needleſs for us to be beholding to Poets, when. 
Holy Writ affords ſo many unerring InſtruQtions. 
Give me leave to repeat .a few Words our of Eccleſi- 
aſricus, tho ir be among the Apocrypha, there is 
a juſt Veneration paid to thoſe hooks. Chap. S. v. 2. 


tells * Gold Hay Ae "ws and perverted the 


HF carts 


ng Sink 


eth th 


35 indefaiigable as ever in ner 
not the Heart to make uſe of. 


imes, and devour one another for Gain, 
without the leaſt Remorſe, or Senſe of Humanity? 

How do we upbraid the Jews for worſhipping a 
Golden Calf, whilſt thoſe who call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians pay no leſs divine Honours to that Metal, in 
all Shapes wharſoever? And what greater Flt 


than to be taken with that which waſts the Fle 
breaks the Sleep, brings Ruin and Deſtruction, an 
becomes the greateſt uneaſineſs of a Death Bed. Vet 
in this Folly conſiſts the Happineſs of the World, the 
Rich Man is courted, reſpected, and worſhipp'd, e- 
ven by thoſe, who envy, and hate him. His Igno- 
rance paſſes for Wiſdom, his Meanneſs is ennobled, 
his fouleſt Actions are ſanctify'd, and in ſhort he is 
priviledg'd to commit all Abſurdities, or Enormiries, 
without being ſubject ro Cenſure, or Puniſhmenr. 
EE - 5 Thus 


S770 For God 4 1 pon bam, pe not 20355 are; 
fam flee. aut of his Hand. "Men bal : 
"clap their Hinds, at , and Hat 2 him out 5 4 


Flac. 
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All OW vere fits of Sie too the kind 


verify d in y ſelf. This Conſideration has drawn 
me into ſuc Venus Reflections I was ſo much a 


Stranger to whilſt living, and am now perplex'd. 
© with dying. Lou have often, wirhout all doubt, 


as became your Profeſſion, much better inculcated 
theſe Sentiments into your Auditors, and perhaps 
With as little Effect, as 1 now leave them in wri- 
ting; for the Weeds of worldly Cares ſoon ſtop the 


Gx wih of ee good Seed that is ſow'd in us. We 


 valbe an elaborate Diſcourſe above found Doctrine, 
" becauſe the former pleates our underſtanding, where- 
as the latter grates upon our Conſciences. Would 
to God 1 had been ſooner ſenſible of this Truth, 
it would have prevented my Offence, and ſav'd the 
Confuſion of this Acknowledgment. And yet this 
is all the Satisfaction I am capable of making, ex- 
torted from me by the Terrors of approaching 
Death; for had my Life and Health beeb pro- 
8 long d, it is much to be fear'd, I might have per- 


ſiſted in the ſame State of faral Blindneſs and De- 


luſion. 


7 2 
| | 


9 | 
h I have not the leaſt Shadow of excuſe for my 
# bitter Invectives againſt you, it was never my Ta- 
Ilent to extenvate, but to magnify Offences, and to 
„ make them Where they did not appear. Being 
6 thus qualified, I could not but be a proper Inſtru- 
2 ment of Malice or Revenge, eſpecially where the 
is Bait of Intereſt and Applauſe was at Hand to en- 
-: | Courage the undertaking. The whole World is but 
211 too ſenſible of the implacable Animoſities that have 


is | -prevail'd among us for many Years. It would be 

„5 Mie reaboldle to think the unſpeakable Miſchiefs 

and Calamities they brought upon us within the Me- 

d mory of Man, not to look back beyond the Days 

'n of King Charles the Firſt, _ have rectify d 
l 


a People's Judgments, and ſettled their Minds, fo as 
'd to Uread any Innovation, and endeavour to unite: in 
t, true Chriſtian Principles of Charity, and bearing 
2d with one another; and yet how far are we from 
ps || this ſo much to be 'wiſh'd for Happineſs? Religion 
i- | which ought to link us together in indiſſoluble Bands 
he of Friendſhip, is become the Apple of Diſeord, 
le and the Bane of Human Society. It is not my Pro- 
e, vince to decide of Right or Wrong in this Caſe, but 
e- rather to lament the Malice of Mankind, which 
1d makes the moſt deſtructive. Poiſon, of that which 
h, Providence ordain'd for their Comfort and Support. 
he What is all the Cry amidſt our Diſtractions, but 
lis Religion, and how little of it appears in our Acti- 
x- ons, unleſs we will give that Name to Bigotry, to 
Ng Enthuſialm, to Hypocrily, and even to Libertiniſm, 
o- all which are far more prevalent than Religion it- 
r- 3 ſelf? We are a new Generation grown up ſince 
e- 1 the Bloody Wars between King and Parliament, 
I yer tho” few ſurvive to remember them, they are 


ſtill 


"TY 
| Kill aer who have nor read, or heard of their de- 


uctive Effects. Religion then drove the King 
2 his * one Religious Party brought his 


Head to che and another yer. more Reli 2 1 — 
1 Soon + One Godly Kingdom ſold, the 
Other more pious b 8 and m erd him. 


2 VJeurs Slaughter. and Deſolation, arſe 
than a Plague, was the Product of this glorious 
-Zeal for Reformation. No Remedy could be found | 
for fuch raging Diſtempers, but: the reſtoring of 
the injur d Son of that King 8 had inhumanly 
Slaughrer'd. Yet, tho the wee = of an — 6 
. Multitude brought him home, hardned Hearts 
of rhoſe who hed expell'd him never relented, they 
remain d the ſame in Malice, after his wg that 
they had been during his Exile. Nor co 4 they | 
be abe, had they not taken Care to inftil Rh £ 
Pernieiqus Principles into their Children, and to 
debauch as many others as they found Liſte ible 
of their Poiſon. Thus the Contagion was ſpread 
abrond, and gather. d Strength, when it might have 
deen füppos d to decline and abate. It were eaſy 
— to trace all the Steps. that Party: took to- 
wurds their Advancement from the Reſtoration to 
this Day, but that my Time is ſhort, and all Men 
of Obſer vation cannot but have had an Eye upon 
them. To come to the Point; that Party has been 
110 induſtrious as to loſe none of its Offspring, bur 
rather to gain many Thouſand Proſelytes among 
thoſe:that were its Adverſaries. Of this Truth 1 
have been one unhappy Inſtance, not to mention ma- 
ny others; for tho' the Son of ſuch a Father as de- 
ſerv'd, for his Piety and Learning, to be = qa 
to one of the greateſt Dignities in the Church, 
110 far degenerated, as to ner my ſelf to be cor- 
5 . N rupted, 


j 


Pg 


= the C12) | 

pred. and debauchid, nat, through Want, which. 
icht have been Tome: poor Ar behalf of Hu- 
an Frailt „ but out of a Hell Pride, che predo : 
inane Paffion of Republicans, which cannot beat 
ich any Superiors, and has ſearce Moderation e- 

dugh to tolerate any Equals. Wealth being now 

e only Nobility, and Qualification, tor aiſe the | 

oft abject Inſect from the very Dregs of the Peo- 

e, and place him among the brighteſt Stars that 

ine in this lower Firmament, my; main Drift was 

any Rate, to heap together ſuch a mighty, Maſs 

f it, as might ſet me upon the Level with, thoſe 

hoſe Heads were bieden lied up. above the un 
linking Animals, whom they begger d and enſlav - 
pon the ſpecious Pretence of reſcuing them from 
enury and Servitude. How wretched is the Con- 

ition of Man, whoſe worldly Happineſs is all Ima- 
nary, as conſiſting in the vain Notions and Ideas, 

s depray;d Fancy is capable of conceiving? Thus 

e ſee the Miſer rejoices in his Treaſure, which ought 

> furniſh him with the Conveniencies of Life, whilſt 

e willingly undergoes all the Hardſhips and Miſe- 

es the moſt needy are expos d to, only to rake to- 
ether that admir'd Metal he has not che Heart to 

| Fake uſe of. The Prodigal Heir laviſhes and ſquan- 

n fers away the Riches his kind Anceſtor has gather d 

n the Expence of his Soul, and thinks himſelf 

it eſs'd in purchaſing Diſeaſes and a wretched Old 

g Tee. The Ambiticus Stateſman finds his Satisfacti- 

in in a perpetual Turmoil of Buſineſs, which ſcarce 

a. Flows him Time to Eat or Sleep, and in a Crowd of 

e. Jvning Suppliants and Hangers on, who in private 

»z FEltow more hearty Curſes on him than he receives 

er Tumble Cringes from them in Publick, The 

r. Vretches that ſtarve and are in Rags, expos'd to be 

d, ” Aaily 
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Senſe to feel and 


believe themſelves the happieſt Monſters in the U- 
niverſe. In fine, all have their Heaven in their di 


the 


ne Bb to ſee their own Miſery, be. 
ing perfwaded by thoſe whoſe Pack-horſes they are, 


he ve 
en, 
he | 


7 
ſtracted Brains, and none are willing to obſerve that aſh 
they purchafe to themſelves a future Hell at the eral; 
„M aspirin Thowolits 1 = ibs ri. ac: MAIET 
My aſpiring” Thoughts would not permit me tofſ.., 1 
find any Contentment in that Sphere my Birth hadſſ, we 
plac'd me; nor was it enough to be in the Senatori- Htg 
an Rank, whilſt there was another above me ip Dig- 1 5 
nity, and ] was not Chief of that where I fate. Am- TH 
bition admits of no Bounds, and none plead fo much 725 
for Equality, as thoſe who are moſt averſe to it. 15-46 
Hence all our Clamours againſt Princes, all our Re- fror 
monſtrances againſt Favourites, all our Cry for Li- nous 
berty, and all our Noiſe of Property. © Sovereignty 88 
is intollerable in any other but our ſelves; that Favour 1 
which is not beſtow*'d on us becomes Criminal; we] wt 
never think our ſelves free without the Power of en- ve 
{laving our Fellow Creatures; nor is that thought real | van 
Property which does not ſet what is our own above the ¶ fain- 
reach of Juſtice, and enable us to diſpoſe of that we The 
have no Right to. - Nothing ſo falſe and deceitful as Div: 
a Republican, he rails at Tyranny in Order to exer- 5 
cile it himſelf, and talks of nothing more than Re- rte 
ligion, that he may utterly ſubvert and deſtroy it. ang 
This has been practis'd in all Ages, and too ofcen ds 
with Succeſs, and tho” the Cheat be till the ſame, beg: 
without any freſh Arcifice, or Difguile to recom- el 
mend it, there is an unthinking Race that ſupports 2 
it, for want of Senſe, and Reaton to diſtinguiſh. rior 
Monarchy has been already once overthrown, and“ all 


and 


Ine very Foundation 


(G © >» S200 8 
of it dug up by this ſort of 
len, who fill'd up the Breaches they had made with 
he flaughter'd Bodies of the Loyal Party, and 


aſh'd away the Blood with the Tears of Widows, 


Ind Orphans. What Stone was left unturn'd to- 


ards bringing King Charles the Second to an End 


Ls Violent as the Firſt? Nothing would ſerve theſe 


Aſſertors of Liberty, but the Extirpation of the 
whole Royal Family. Witneſs the Rye-Houſe Plot 


Bio well concerted to that Helliſh End, that nothing 
About the immediate Hand of Heaven could have diſ- 


appointed it. The ſame Spirit is ſtill predominant, 


a Spirit of Confuſion, of Blood, of Rapine, and 
Deſtruction. It is eaſy to gueſs what Senſe of Re- 
Iligion Men of ſuch Principles can entertain. It 


ſerves them for a Colour to diſguiſe their moſt villa- 
nous Deſigns, and ſanctify the Enormity of their 
Crimes, and ſo far they think fit to make uſe of it. 
Upon all other Occaſions all their learned Endea- 
vours tend to the Rooting of it-vp, by contriving 
that it may be Jook'd upon as no better than an In- 
vention, and Fraud of the Clergy, ſet up and main- 


tain'd for their own Intereſt, and Advancement. 


They are too ſubtle to cry down the Deity, and all 
Divine Worſhip at once, that would be too ſhock- 
ing, and draw the Indignation of all Mankind upon 
them; but they have found the Way of battering 
and pulling down by Piece-meal, that which they 
cannot at ouce undermine and blow up. This they 
began by railing at all Ceremonies, exploding. the 
the Hierarchy, decrying Muſick in Churches, and in 
fine, attacking all thoſe which ſeem'd to be the exte- 
rior Ornaments of the Houle of God. Theſe were 


all declar'd Abominations, Remnants of Popery, 


and Babylonian Idolatries, which Notions have ſo far 
| prevail'd 


| ; o eurſe a 3 than to receive the r 
the Laun Sleeves of a Bind 


they are more 1 wit « a Bag- pipe Jedi 


the Lord's Prayer 


ing e char a Church without a < in Authority 


N 
evail'd: upon Thouſinds that they had ee knee 


are more hideous 
in e e . 25 


Spectre 


them chan the blackeſt 


Slaughter, than an Organ _— a 22 ro Pl 
God. Having thus Ornaments, they 
next proceed t to tlie 897 or the Structures, ridicu 
ling, or ex Aing the moſt ſolid Parts of Chriſtia 
nity,” and < of Be very Fundamentals. Thu 
as been long rejected by many 
Sectaries, who will not Mow of any ſet Form, tho 
preſcribd by CHRIS T himſelf, and to juſtify 
their Madnels, a learned Divine, who ought to have 
employ'd his Time better, has taken much Pains to 
perſwade the World, chat our Saviour never inſti- 
tuted that Prayer, bur that i it was before common a- 
Fews, as if that Divine Maſter would have 
— 4 his Diſciples the ſame they muſt of Neceſſity 
—— learnt in their Infanty; or, were it true that the 
ſald Prayer had been us'd efore, his enjoynin os 
Continuance of it had not been a ſufficient Aut 
ty for all Chriſtians to follow. Crying down that 
divine Prayer had been of little Ae had 
they not proceeded farther; and therefore co come 
nearer to the Point, others of the ſame Rank as 
the former have diſcredited that which all Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, till within a few Years, ever 
call'd the Apoſtles Creed, which they earneſtly con- 
tend was not compos'd by the ſaid Apoſtles, that ſo 
its Authority failing, the main Articles of Faith 
may at onee be call'd in Queſtion, and conſquentl 
Deiſm, or Acheiſm enſue. The next Step has been 
to bring the Clergy into Contempt, as well know- 


muit 


e Structures 
in, as they 


People, Prieſt 


Way, | 
s of 


- 
contriving to loſe all the Old Teſtament at the Cap- 
tivity of Babylon, and the New under that of Rome. 
No wonder then that beneficed Clergymen declare 
Baptiſm to be no more than a needleſs Ceremony; 
that Polygamy is authoriz'd by marrying thoſe over 


again who are publickly known to hays other Wives 
living; that there is more Impunity fot breaking all 
the Divine Commandments, than for the leaſt Tranl-. 
greſſion againſt the meaneſt Upſtart in Authority, 
and in fine, that there is now nothing ſacred with 
ſome Men, who eſteem nothing ſuch but their Gold 


and Grandeur. 
| This 
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